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THE OPERA II

"Romeo and Julief
but Withoi

rEE season of grand, opera opener
at the Metropolitan Opera Eous<
last night under auspices mom

favorable than for many seasons past
Never has Mr. Oralis enterprise attract
ed a larger or a finer audience All o/
the boxes were occupied, most of them bi
representatives of the best society, whose
namesfigure on the list of subscribers.
The New York debut of Alvarez wat

the great- feature of the occasion, society
and music lovers being curious to set

whether he would acceptably fill the voic
apposed to have been created by the de
ft ion of Jean de Keszke.

e answer seemed to be in the affirm
e, for Alvarez teas repeatedly re

i va.

:ritical review
of performance.
By Giacomo Minkowsky.

\ALVAREZ owes no Apology for hii
Romeo of last night. Even thosi
whose grief is deepest over the ab

ncc of Jean de Reszke will agree to that
ut in justice to the great tenor, ^who musi
>w prove his quality here as surely as
tough he had not already done so in l'arif
id London, we should act upon the advlct
globe trotters in the foyer of the Metrolitanafter the balcony scene:

"Just wait till you have seen him ir
armenl' "

As was to have been expected, the New
ork deibut of Alvarez seemed to be rerdedby the magnificent audience as au
rnnt nnito- imfn/tH-ani a « + ! »< » inonmmo

^ ,

on of the grand opera season itself. The
itter could not have -been more sat'sictoryto Mr. Grau and to the subscribers,
he great auditorium, including the tier
ores, was packed. I do not think I have
^en a finer audience.more beautiful and
larmingly gowned women, or men and
omen more attentive and respectful to
ve artists.anywhere in the world.
It seemed to me, too, that it was ar
idience of music lovers.npt of person!
sembled to participate In a social occa
>n, such as the opening of the opera sea
n necessarily Is. This was favorable tc
varez. The frivolous, the curious, per
ips the prejudiced, who might have conn
ith the single idea of pitting Alvarej
ainst De Reszke, in the hope that ht
ght fail, did not seem to be present.

De Reszke Was Not Forgotten.
."et there was a strong De Reszke follow
I. It showed Itself In a significant man
r when the curtain rose on the third act
sealing the broad back of Edouard a«
ere Laurent at his priedleu. What was
e meaning of that burst of applause, sc
t of keeping with the scene that it was
most a shock? Was it for Edouard? Oi
is it for the name of De Reszke, with Its
einorles of past seasons?
But already Alvarez had >won ex-ies o
Brava!" and recalls after the exquislt(
alcony scene, even the memory of whlcl

pauses the heart to beat fastei-. Here th«
tenor had tootn poetry and passion. His
voice was all that could be asked of i
teuor. Eames, so much richer and warmei
In her sentiment than when I heard hei
Inst, seemed to give Romeo the inspii-atioi
due from the Juliet of Shakespeare.
In the opera, when Juliet retires fron

the balcony, Romeo ends the act in ai
apostrophe, which showed the chief de
*v.v-fc. JM aitaics o T uwai Jliciuuu. XL IS SUX1|
in the middle Toice:

Soft be thy repose, till morning!
1 >n thine eyes slumber dwell, and sweet peace
In thy bosom: would I were sleep, and peace
So sweet to rest!
The tenor here was off the key repeated

ly, sinjrinjf flat in his middle register, li
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" Given til" the Metre
jt Jean De Reszhe a

of the Opening Ni
l was his only offence of this kind.almost 1

3 his only offence of any kind. i 1

? An Effect of Nervousness.
It was because he was slightly nervous,

and because in his lower register, into a
which he does not progress smoothly, he ,
gave the volume to (be expected of a bari- ,

/ tone. It was x»laiu that if his tone had (
> been slightly thinner his pitch would have

been true. (
It. was the B flat of Alvarez that won k

him hi« fli-fif nrmlnn«p» Thorp wnc onnnrh

' of it for half a dozen tenors. He might
> have gone to sleep on it, carried it on in

j his dreams and awakened with it as good (
as ever. From that B flat down to- the
abrupt entrance to his middle voice it was
such a tenor as New York has not heard
before,
Later, in the duel scene, there was a betteropportunity for Alvarez. Where the

drama was strong, so was he. The end of
the opera, found him intrenched more firmly
in the estimation of his audience than '
seemed possible, considering that Alvarez C

is a dramatic tenor, and "Borneo and Ju- 1

liet" a purely lyrical opera. c

Eames shared in the honors, as she well i
deserved to do. M. Illy, the new baritone,

8 who sang Mercutio, had little opportunity s

3 to show his quality. Mile. Olltzka was c
-i spirited and in excellent voice as Stephano. j
. The Gertrude of Mile. Bauermeister won t
t the applause of an established favorite, r

i This was true of Flancon, the Capulet. M. v

; Jacques! Bars was a sufficiently fiery Ty- (j?!balt. Maneluelli conducted, and the or- t
ehestra was true to the church-like effects r
of Gounod. c

1 As to the Opera itself.
The composer, however great he may be, *

has been forced to admit that Shakespeare t
is too strong for him. The true lovers of 1
that master of the drama of all times ap-' 11

previate that the words he places in thejt,
mouths of his characters are all sufficient,
They express without other aid every pas- *

sion, stand as perfect symbols for every (|
idea, illustrate every motive. The actor «l
who Utters them need only to place upon k

each the proper emphasis and to accom-
0

pany them with the action which they in- v

dicate. Let 'him be the greatest tenor or
^the greatest baritone the world has ever v

1 heard, to envelope these words in melody 1;
* adds nothing 'to their force: generally it *

must only obscure their meaning.
Verdi has this to confess, as well as the

' spirit of Gonnod. That "Romeo and
Juliet" naturally falls into the domain of s

lyrical opera, enabling Gounod to avoid 1
' the obstacles which Verdi had to surmount *

in his operatic treatment of "Othello," s

"Falstaff" and "Xlaebeth," did not serve 1

to lisrhten the tasik of the comnoser of

"Faust." That is partly because of the c

peculiar limitations of Gounod. His genius
was essentially ecclesiastical. Altar cloths,
priestly vestments, the swinging of the J' censer, surpliced choir boys, the odor of j' incense are everywhere in Gounod's music.

' They nearly robbed him of a production ?
^ of "Faust." if

"This is not a church, my dear fellow," c
* said Carvalho, of the grand opera.
r It Is Gounod in Disguise.
; In "Romeo and Juliet" Gounod disguised ^
i himself to such an extent that many find t
; him unrecognizable. Possibly, for that rea- S
j son, and because of the lighter task for t
i the tenor, "Romeo and Juliet" the opera r
r may outlive the operas, "Falstaff," "Othelrlo," and "(Macbeth," of Verdi, and "Ham- ^
1 let," of Ambrose Thomas. Only Tainag- s

no, with his ability to produce the open C
i F slharp, so fatal to most tenors, saved T

i "Othello." Oxilia, the Brazilian tenor, who >
followed Tamagno in the part, did so at v

f the sacrifice of his voice. v

A parallel familiar to New Yorkers was
the experience of Melba in the part of
Brunhilde. Here Wagner demands of the s
sonrano what: Shakespeare demands; of Hie \

The Journal printed last week 10,817 em!ployment "Want." Advts.. which, is 3,311
l | more than auy other newspaper. p
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)politan, wifh Came
s the Hero, and tht
ght Is Complete.
:enor who undertakes to interpret him.!
del'ba, whose vocal powers are purely lyrl-l
a), wisely spared herself and resigned
3runhilde to Xordica.
With Tamagnos and Xordicas so scarce,

md Wagner still In the heyday of hi*
rogue, the argument seems to be against
he survival of Shakespeare In an operatic
lress.

SOCIETY'S PLUMAGE
HIGHLY BRILLIANT.

3owns of the Women in "the
Double Horse Shoe" Like a

Glimpse of Paris.
Gorgeously gowned ana jewelled

women filled the double horse shoe
of boxes in the Metropolitan Opera)

Souse last evening at the opening of the
ipera season. To the fashionable world it
vas more 'than this, it was the opening
>f *the social season, of which the (Horse
Show was ithe prelude.
Mrs. Astor arrived late, looking remarkiblywell in velvet of the shade of dregs .

>f wine, and wearing some of her famous ,

ewels, her diamond stars 011 a black velvet j
>and around her throat, necklaces of dianondsand diamonds in her hair. With her
va.s Mrs. John Jacob Astor. who wore a

;own of silver gray satin, spangled and
imbroidered with silver and set off by dia-
nonds. She wore a tiarra of them and a

:ollar made of enormous solitaires.
Mrs. George Peabody Wetmore was

:owned in black velvet trimmed with ex- ,
iiisite lace, and wore diamond ornaments.
Jiss Wetmore looked very pretty in shell ,
dnk satin crepe with white roses in her <

talr. She wore a superb pearl necklace. J
Mrs. George F. Baker wore white satin,
mbroldered with silver. i
IMrs. Henry Clews had Miss Kisie 'Clews

vit'll her. Mrs. Clews wore a gown of ;
ream lace, with shoulder bands of tur-1 <

[noise velvet and a diamond coronet. HerM
iaughter was in pink crepe, set off with
tnots of black velvet, and wore a wreath i

Ittr*. Frank Edigertota Webb wore white jielvet, wit'h trimmings of silver. <

Mrs. Ogden Mills and Mrs. \Wbitelawteid were in D. O. Mills's box. Mrs. Mills
vore the palest of shell-pink velvet and.
ace and a tiarra of diamonds. Mrs. Reid
ras in turquoise velvet and lace and wore
liamond ornaments.
Wife of Former Vice-President.

(Mrs. Levi P. /Morton was gowned in ivory
atln, trimmed with point lace, and dianondornaments. Two of her daughters
vere with her, one in black velvet, with
diver spangles, and the other in white
nousseline de soie over pink.
Mrs. Stanford White's gown was of

:ream satin. A bunch of white roses was
trranged on her right shoulder, and she
vore a silver gauze headdress.
Mrs. A. Lanfear N'orrie wore a green

nauve satin, witli black bows, and Miss
3arbey was in white, with pink roses on
ler corsage.
Mrs. Alexander T. Van Nest wore a gownif^sream satin, veiled wltl] lace and
rimmed with sable, and a bunch of white
eathers in her hair. 'Miss Van Nest's dress
>f white crepe was almost completely covredwith solid sliver spangles, like a coat
>f mail.
Mrs. William .Ta.v wore a gown of black

'elver and diamond ornaments. With her
vas Mrs. Charles May Oelrichs, who was
Iressed in white satin, trimmed with white
;auze and pink velvet bows.
Mrs. James Speyer wore pale blue velvet,rimmed with pink roses and diamond orlameats.
Mrs. R. T. Wilson's costume, of silver;raysatin, was set off by lace and dinaonds.With her were Mrs. M. Orme Wilonand Mrs. Edmund L. Baylies. Mrs. M.
)rme Wilson wore rose satin, trimmed
ntn point lace, which made a charmingaokground for some diamond ornaments.
Irs. Baylies was dressed in turquoise vel- i

et, trimmed with knots of black. She
core aigrettes in her hair.

Gostumes of the Cerrys.
Mrs. Klbridge T. Gerry's gown of gray
atin was trimmed with iridescent. jots.
liss Mabel Gerry wore pink satin crepe
nd 9 big bunch of violets on her bodice.
The horrors of dyspepsia and indigestion disapcai.when Johnson's Digwtite Tablets are taken. *
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Giacomo Minkowsky.
This distinguished musician reviews

the opening performance of the operatic
seuson for the Journal.

\liss Angelica Gerry was in light blue crepe
ttid gauze.
Mrs. Hermann Oelrichs wore pale blue

sa'tiu. Her bodice was draped with ropes
if pearls, and she wore a diamond tiara.
Mrs. Frank Hillkouse was with her. wearinga costume of gray satin, with garniureof pink roses.
Mrs. \Y. Watts Sherman was effectively

?nwucd in black velvet, which showed off
to admirable advantage some of her diamondswhich trimmed her corsage.
Miss Marie Wintbrop was in cretin satin

trimmed with lace.
Lady Colebrook whs one of the handsomest.women in the brilliant assemblage. Her

town of pale blue satin was covered with
white net, on which were applique

lowers in white satin. She wore diamondson her bodice and in her hair.
Mrs. Llo.vd Bryce was clad in cream

intin with lace trimmings and wore a tiara
ff diamonds. Miss Bryce wore white chif'on.
Mrs. Frederick ^s'cilson was in white

satin and wore some magnificent jewels.
AJ r.>. -ttt. YJ. .J liil Mil L U fc I) UL Ultu i\ KiLUII

ivas combined with turquoise velvet and
spangled with silver.

INCIDENTSTHAT
ESCAPED MANY.

Two Women Fainted.Gentlemenfrom the KlondikeWere There.
Two women fainted in the stifling atmosphereof the Opera House ai the

close of the first act. One of them recoveredimmediately on being carried to the
nromenade but a irin to a neiahborinrr

drug store for smelling salts was necessary
to restore the other to consciousness. They
had been standing in the rear of the orchestracircle, and. chivalrous gentlemen offeredseat checks to their escorts, but they
went back pluokily to their uncomfortable
positions.
When the curtain rose on the first act but

three boxes were occupied. During this
act and the act following the boxes filled
up, until, at the beginning of the third, the
whole circle was a garden of pretty women
backed by correctly dressed men. Despite
the late arrival of the tooxholders the rest
of the audience was not annoyed, for the
tardy ones made their entrances on tiptoe.

To the delight of. those who like to heai
a song well rendered, like to give the singer
lis or her meed of applause and pass on, the
first act, showed that U»e management ii
disposed to ignore the "encore fipnds."
Mine. Eames refused to repeat her first
[number, and was sustained by a majority
of tlic audience that <iuietly liissed the en
thusiastic liandclappers.
Immediately following the entrance o1

Mme. Fames as .Tullet and Mile, llaner
meister as Gertrude in the first act there
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occurred a lunuy bit of stage business that' <
was not generally observed. Mine. Karnes 8

started down the stage, with Mile. Bauer-;
mels'ter Immediately behind and a little to i
the left. Mile, Bauermeister accidentally »

stepped on the train of Mmc. Hanies' gown,
'Chore was a half audible rip, a slight pause iu
in the melody and Mile. Bauermetster
leaped backward with more alacrity than
might have been expected from the lame
nurse. Had Mine. Hames taken another'
step.well! j
The stage manager of one of the most

pretentious of the present Broadway pro-
Auctions s;fw tlie first and second acts of
the opera. He adjourned to a neighboring; "

cafe and proclaimed his opinion of the pet"
forma lice.
"I've 110 fault to find with liie singing."

he said, "nor with the general set of the
stage. nor on the handling, of the chorus,'

| but if 1 had a property man that put up J
as bad a moon as they showed In the bal-1
cony scene I'd give him a swift plunge off
the Brooklyn Bridge."
xuuius aitneu 111 jaiuieut iuju

'adorned with large tin badges infested the
neighborhood of the Metropolitan for
blocks, importuning everybody who looked

(like a prospective operagoer to buy libret-
tos of the opera at cut rates. The outposts
were stationed at forty-second street and
Sixth avenue and Thirty-sixth street and
Broadway, and from these points there
were picket lines diverging to Fortieth
street and Broadway, with skirmishers

(about every seven feet. The enterprising:
person who employed them undoubtedly
reaped a harvest.

j1 Three gentlemen, wearing suits obviously
made for general distribution, slouch bat* j
and flannel shirts, paid uncomplainingly
for orchestra seats, took them and sat the
(show out. After the performance they
made their way to Lite Hotel Hi vers, sought
n secluded corner of the cafe and sat down
to talk it over.
"When you get back to Dawson. Bill,"queried one, "will von tell 'em that von

liked it?"
"Jim." replied the one addressed as Bi'l.

"it cost five dollars, and I d n't know what
it was about, but, by gosh, Jim, I'm game."

Notes of Society.
Mrs a vl oc "Piir»lr^»Ar "M/v 1

East Thirty-fourth street, will entertain at dinner!
on Christmas Day.
Mrs. Hermann Oelrichs will give her!

usual Christmas party for her little son on Christ-
mas Day. There will be a big tree ladea with [gifts and remembrances for the boy and the fain- '
ily's friends.

Mrs. Charles Finney Cox, of No. 54
East Sixty-seventh street, will give a reception on
Saturday.
Ssmurl D. Babcock and the Misses

Babcock will entertain a large dinner company on
'lrm'ctniaa 1 lot at tlroii' luimo

nue.
,

Mrs John 7i Drexcl will give a dance
.at Sherry's on January 2.

Opera suppers promise to be quire a
feature at Sherry's this Winter and bid fair to be
among the most enjoyable forms of entertainment.
Holly and holly colors are being used

a great deal for decorations of all kinds just novr.
Even the baskets which Thorley is using for Chnstimas plants are either of deep green or scarlet and
tied with ribbons to match.
Mrs. George Crocker's residence will

he trimmed with holly and Christmas greens toInight,when she will give a large musicale whlcn
will serve as a house warming. Mme. Emma
Nevada and Signor Campanari will be among the
entertainers.
Mrs. Frederic H. Betts, of No. 22 East

Sixty-fifth street, will ghe a reception this afternoonfor her son and daughter-in-law, Air. and Mrs.
Wyllis Rossiter Retts
The Christmas clance of the juniors

of Columbia University to be gijfe.n at Sherry's
to-night will be attended by nearly all the Winter's
debutantes.
Mrs. Thomas Huger Pratt, of No. 29

Waverley place, will give a large dinner dance at
Sherry's to-night for her daughter, Miss Henrietta
Wright, whose engagement to Count Mercate. of
Greece, was announced last week.
Mrs. A. Lanfear Norrie will entertain

at dinner this evening.
Mr. aixi Mrs. Henry Harmon Hendricks.of Xo. .lod West Eighty-ninth street, will

give a large reception this evening.
The second cf the Fortnightly Dances

> under the patronage of Mrs. Lewis Livingston
Itelafield and others takes place at the Waldorf-Astoria this evening.
Mrs. Hubert Guernsey and Miss
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Juenisey. of Xo. 181 Central I'ark South, will I
ire a reception this evening for Mrs. Fiske. a

Mrs-. Henry B. Wilson, of No. 37 West
Jighfy-sixth street, has cards out for a tea this a
ftemoon. c

Miss Pinknam will give a "high ^

,0011" concert at Sherry's to-day.
sElliott Schenck will give the third of n

is explanatory recitals on Wagner's music dramas t
o-day at the Berkeley Lyceum.
Mrs. Westervelt, of No. 7 West Fif- 3

ieth streetV will gire a reception this afternoon in d
lonor of Mr. and Mrs. Kendal. h
The iadies interested in the Women's

department of t.he Southern Exposition will meei 1
his afternoon at the home of the president, Mrs. 1
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loger A. I'ryor. No. 3 West Sixty-ninth tree',
t 2 o'clock.
Mrs. Frank Mauran. of Providence,

ccompanied by lier two daughters, sailed on Sat inlayfor Bermuda, where they will spend the
Vinter.
Members' day at the St. Nicholas

gating Rink yesterday brought, out the usual Dinnerof fashionable skaters. Tea was served during
he afternoon.
Mrs. L,aura Riddle Green, of No. £0

dadison avenue, gave a dance last evening for her
laughter, Miss Laura Tewkesbury Green, who tparte
ler debut on Saturday.
Mrs. C It. Elverton ?ave a dinner

tartylast evening at her residence. No. 7S4 Wess
Cnd avenue.
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